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Report To Our Community 

FOUNDATIONAL WORK 
In 2017 the Cedar Falls Community Foundation Board of Directors 
developed a new strategic plan, honed the organization’s mission and 
vision, and articulated its values.  This work built on the substantial foundation already in 
place through the achievement of national accreditation in 2016. 

Strategic planning was facilitated by Kari McCann Boutell, President of the Iowa Council 
of Foundations and James Holscher, UNI Institute for Decision Making.  With their 
assistance, the Board of Directors thoughtfully planned the Foundation’s goals for the 
next three years.  The new plan, adopted in October 2017, reflects the Foundation’s desire 
to work with donors to achieve their philanthropic goals and legacy; to increase 
philanthropic activity through the Foundation for the benefit of our community; and to 
effectively manage the operation of the Foundation for the benefit of donors and the 
community.    

During the past two years the Foundation has grown in capacity and service.  The first 
step was achieving accreditation by the National Standards Board in 2016.  The Cedar 
Falls Community Foundation is one of only seventeen nationally accredited community 
foundation in Iowa.  The second step was the development of a Board-driven strategic 
plan focusing on the Foundation’s core mission in Cedar Falls – to assist donors in 
achieving their philanthropic goals for the benefit of Cedar Falls. 

2018 WILL BE AN EXCITING YEAR   
In the coming year the Foundation will become more visible in the community, sharing its 
mission and impact and inviting greater community participation in the Foundation.  Join 
us!  The Cedar Falls Community Foundation exists because of the vision and generosity of 
donors inspired to leave a lasting legacy.  

Cynthia Sweet 
Executive Director 

January 2018 
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Letter from the President 

January 2018 

The goal of the Cedar Falls Community Foundation is to connect and 
partner with individuals, families, and organizations in philanthropic 
activities that will enhance and enrich our community.  We achieved 
national accreditation in 2016.  Our adherence to the national 
standards required for accreditation means that we follow the best practices for 
community foundations and that we are committed to being a responsible steward of the 
funds entrusted to us. 

The Foundation Board completed an updating of its strategic plan last fall.  A principal 
goal of that plan will be to increase the awareness of Cedar Falls residents regarding how 
they can utilize the Foundation to create lasting legacies that will benefit our community 
for generations to come.  A current example is the Community Enhancement Fund 
established by Saul and Joan Diamond. The purpose of the Fund is to stimulate lifelong 
learning in the fine arts and the history of Cedar Falls.  Saul and Joan were lifelong 
community activists and volunteers.  Saul passed away several years ago.  We were 
pleased that we were able to honor Joan with the 2016 Peter Melendy Community Builder 
Award shortly before her passing in February of 2017. 

We also want Cedar Falls residents to know that we can assist them in cooperative efforts 
on current community enhancement projects.  We will be working with Cedar Falls 
Community Main Street as they move forward on their streetscape projects, to further 
enhance our downtown district.  We are also partnering with the Cedar Falls Pickleball 
Club to raise money to build outdoor pickleball courts in Cedar Falls. 

The Foundation also provides support services to community organizations such as the 
American Legion Auxiliary, Cedar Falls Community Theatre, Friends of the Cedar Falls 
Public Library, and the Cedar Falls Woman’s Club. 
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2017 was a year of growth for the Foundation.  Foundation assets increased from $5.9 
million at the beginning of 2017 to over $7 million at the end of the year.  A goal of the 
Foundation is to create a $1 million fully discretionary fund by the end of 2023 that will 
give it the capacity to more ably address the changing needs of our community. 

If you have an interest in providing a legacy that will benefit our community or discussing 
a project that will enhance our community, please contact us at 319-243-9170 or 
cfcf@cfu.net.  We would welcome the opportunity to talk and partner with you. 

Russell Curtis, President 
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Visionary Donor: Ella Cotton Rownd 

Ella Cotton Rownd is an outstanding example of how one 
individual's vision can have a long term positive impact on the 
quality of community life. Ella’s careful estate planning 
insured that both her family and community would benefit 
from her estate.   

The Ella C. Rownd Trust was established in 1967 and since its 
inception has served as a catalyst and change agent within 
the City of Cedar Falls by discovering and responding to 
significant capital needs and opportunities within the 
community.  Total gifts to the community from the Rownd 

Trust since 1972 total $868,000. 
 
The Rownd Trust has supported these organizations: 
 

 Cedar Falls Public Library  
 Cedar Basin Jazz Festival Band shell  
 UNI Foundation for the McLeod Center  
 City of Cedar Falls, The Falls Aquatic Center  
 Cedar Falls Historical Society: Ice House, Victorian Home, 2017 Expansion: 

Curation and Education Center.  
 River Hills School outside play equipment  
 Cedar Falls Woman’s Club building  
 North Star Community Services facility remodel  
 Sartori Memorial Hospital renovation project  
 Western Home Communities Wellness Center  
 Cedar Bend Humane Society  
 Hartman Nature Reserve Interpretive Center 
 University of Northern Iowa/Cedar Falls Schools/City of Cedar Falls Community 

Tennis courts  
 Sturgis Falls Celebration  

 
In 2017 the Rownd Trust Endowment granted the Cedar Falls Historical Society Capital 
Campaign $50,000; granted $10,000 to a University of Northern 
Iowa for the community tennis court project; and $10,000 to the 
Sturgis Falls Celebration for a new Kidsway tent. 
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Inspired Donors: Saul and Joan Diamond 

Saul and Joan Diamond supported Cedar Falls community projects 
for over half a century, sharing their time and financially supporting 
many local organizations.   With an extensive life-time legacy of 
service and support for the Cedar Falls community, the Diamonds 
made thoughtful estate plans, including the establishment of the 
Saul and Joan Diamond Community Enhancement Fund.  The 
Diamonds were inspired to create this fund because of their passion 
for life-long learning, the fine arts, and the history of Cedar Falls. 

The first grants were made from the Diamond Community 
Enhancement Fund in 2017, to the Cedar Falls Authors’ Festival and 

the installation of Nest, a public art sculpture by artist Tommy Riefe, installed in the North 
Cedar Natural Resource Project. 

 

Left, North Cedar students attend 
the unveiling of Nest. 

Below, author Nancy Price 
participates in the Authors’ Festival. 
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Recognizing Community Builders 
 
The Melendy Spirit Award recognizes individuals who 
have made outstanding contributions to the City of Cedar 
Falls through selfless dedication of time, energy, 
knowledge, skills, and support.  
 
The award is named in memory and honor of Peter 
Melendy, who moved to Cedar Falls in 1859 at the age of 
36. By living fully and energetically, he contributed 
impressively to the cultural life and economic 
development of Cedar Falls.  
 
Melendy Spirit Awards were not awarded in 2017 in order 
to adjust the time line to a Fall event, rather than a 
December event.  The next Community Builder 
Celebration, hosted by the Cedar Falls Community 
Foundation, will be September 9, 2018 from 1-3 p.m. at 
Windridge, Western Home Communities, Cedar Falls. 
 

Melendy Spirit Award recipients: 
Nancy Redfern (2011)  Judith Cutler (2012)  

Sid Morris (2013)  C. Hugh Pettersen (2014) 
Liane Nichols (2015)  Joan Englund Diamond (2016)  

 
Posthumous Melendy Spirit Award recipients: 

John M. Overman (2011)  Solomon B. Humbert (2012)  
Ella Cotton Rownd (2013  Roxy Hart Taylor (2014) 

Herman C. Hemenway (2015)  Theresa Wangler Sartori (2016)  
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2017 Grants 

In 2017 grants or support were provided as follows: 

American Association of University Women Scholarship Fund (see pg. 21) 

Altrusa Club Fund (see pg. 21) 

Black Hawk Bremer League of Women Voters (Black Hawk-Bremer League of 

Women Voters Fund) 

Cedar Bend Humane Society (Mary Beckman Fund for the Cedar Bend Humane 

Society) 

Cedar Falls Arts Alive dba Friends of the Hearst (Diamond Community 

Enhancement Fund) 

Cedar Falls Authors Festival (Diamond Community Enhancement Fund)  

Cedar Falls Community Theater (Cedar Falls Community Theater Endowment Fund) 

Cedar Falls Historical Society (Ella C. Rownd Trust) 

Cedar Falls Pickleball Club (Cedar Falls Pickleball Club Fund)   

Cedar Falls Public Library (see pgs. 13-17) 

Cedar Falls Veterans Memorial Park (City of Cedar Falls Veterans Memorial Park 

Fund) 

Cedar Falls Woman's Club (Cedar Falls Woman’s Club Building Fund and Cedar 

Falls Woman’s Club Endowment) 

Robert Eller Study Abroad Scholarship Fund (see pgs. 19-21) 

University of Northern Iowa, City of Cedar Falls, Cedar Falls Schools – shared-use, 

multi-court tennis facility (Ella C. Rownd Trust) 

Sturgis Falls Celebration (Ella C. Rownd Trust) 
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The Black Hawk Bremer League of Women Voters used their grant for printing 2,000 
Black Hawk and 400 Bremer County elected official directories. 

The Cedar Bend Humane Society received an annual support check from the Mary 
Beckman Fund for the Cedar Bend Humane Society. 

Cedar Falls Arts Alive dba Friends of the Hearst received a grant from the Saul & Joan 
Diamond Community Enhancement Fund.  Artist Tommy Riefe's large sculptural installation, titled 

Nest, is the first major work of public art commissioned by 
the Cedar Falls Public Art Committee to be located beyond 
the bounds of Main Street.  Riefe, a young emerging artist 
working out of the Public Art Incubator at UNI, was asked by 
the Public Art Committee (PAC) to develop and execute a 
work for the North Cedar community.  Riefe carefully 
considered the designated location for the work when 
developing the conceptual plans for Nest.  From the 
beginning, it was important to both Riefe and the PAC that 
the completed work reflect the history and interests of the 
community, offer a renewed sense of place for the North 
Cedar neighborhood, and stimulate curiosity and dialogue 
among its audiences. 

 

 

The finished sculpture sits on a 
section of land just west of the Natural Resources Area developed by the North Cedar 
Neighborhood Association.  The work is striking; it resembles a large bird's 
nest, partially deconstructed and loosely bound, leaving just enough space 
between its twisted steel twigs for viewers to feel welcomed to explore the 
interior of the form.  Upon entering, the viewer becomes dwarfed by its size; 
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yet the work provides a sense of safety and shelter.  Riefe's design leads the viewer through a 
short twisted path walled by oxidized steel, mimicking the twigs and branches of a birds nest.  The 
path leads to a small central space at the heart of the nest.  From here, the viewer may choose to 
pause and ponder the work, turn back and exit the way they came, or further explore the work by 
continuing on through the curving steel to an alternate exit. 

It took no time at all for elementary students at North Cedar School to realize the work was 
meant to be explored physically.  At the public dedication hosted by PAC and held on August 31, 
nearly every class, ranging in age from kindergarten to fifth grade, walked from the school to the 
park to see the sculpture and celebrate its installation.  In addition, a large group of individuals 

from the community, including Major Brown and members of the Cedar Falls City Council, also 
came to celebrate the work and speak about the importance of community stewardship of this 
newly formed public space.  The event and information about Nest was promoted via multiple 
channels, included Hearst Center and PAC Facebook accounts, Hearst Center and Cedar Falls 
Public Schools press releases, a segment on Cedar Falls Cable TV "Arts Overlook" and a feature 
article in the Waterloo Cedar Falls Courier. 

Nest would not have been possible without the financial support of the Cedar Falls Community 
Foundation and the Saul and Joan Diamond Community Enhancement Fund.  It is now an integral 
part of the identity of the North Cedar neighborhood.  Riefe's work illustrates how the arts help 
define community identity, stimulate awareness in and promote the exploration of one's 
surroundings, and create everyday moments of play and wonder. 

Heather Skeens, Cedar Falls Cultural Programs Supervisor, Hearst Center 
for the Arts 
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Cedar Falls Authors Festival  

The Cedar Falls Authors Festival received a $5,000 grant from the Saul & Joan Diamond 
Community Enhancement Fund in support of the year-long Festival, which began in May 2017 and 
will run through May 2018.  The Authors Festival seeks to enhance the quality of Cedar Falls life 
by inviting residents to reclaim the city’s lost history as a rich seedbed for writers—from pioneer 
times to the present.  Cedar Falls has produced six nationally-known, best-selling writers—more, it 
is thought, than any other city in Iowa.  They are Bess Streeter Aldrich, Ruth Suckow, James 
Hearst, Nancy Price, Robert James Waller, and the Reverend Charlie Shedd. 

Between May and December 2017, forty events were held at twenty Cedar Falls sites, and were 
attended by over 2,500 individuals.  The following permanent products have been developed in 
association with the Authors Festival: 

 The digital Cedar Falls Authors Directory, housed on the Cedar Falls Public Library website.  
The Directory provides Cedar Falls writers’ names, works, and contact information (if the author 
wishes). Cedar Falls writers can sign up digitally to be included in the Directory and citizens can 
enter the names of deceased Cedar Falls authors as well.  To date, some 50 writers are in the 
Directory, which will grow in the coming years and be a city resource. 
 “Amongst,” the new sculpture in the Hearst Sculpture Garden, honoring Ruth Suckow and 
Ferner Nuhn as Cedar Falls writers and patrons of the arts. 
 The Seerley Park rock and plaque commemorating Nancy Price, Sleeping with the Enemy, 
and the writers who lived and wrote around Seerley Park. 
 An upgraded electrical system in Seerley Park—a gift from the city—to permit the July 
screening of Sleeping with the Enemy.  This system upgrade will make 
possible further film screenings in Seerley Park in the coming years as well 
as musical performances. 
 Eighteen newly discovered James Hearst poems, found and 
published by Jim O’Loughlin in an attractive chapbook titled Planting Red 
Geraniums. 
 A reprinting of the special 1970s North American Review honoring 
James Hearst. 
 An updated “Bess Streeter Aldrich Sites” print brochure—and a 
digital tour (created by the Cedar Falls Community School System). 
 A new Ruth Suckow photo discovered, along with letters that surfaced from Cedar Falls 
citizens: from Bess Streeter Aldrich, from Ruth Suckow, from Ferner Nuhn to Lewis Mumford, and 
from James Hearst to Nancy Price. 
 New Cable Channel 15 interviews with Nancy Price and other Cedar 
Falls writers. 
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 An original Gary Kelley artwork commemorating the Cedar Falls Authors Festival featuring 
quotations from Aldrich, Suckow, Hearst, Waller, & Price. 
 The Cedar Falls Authors Festival website 
(cfauthorsfestival.org) which will remain as a permanent digital 
record—available to all—regarding the Festival, Cedar Falls authors, 
and the city’s literary sites.  This website and the Cedar Falls Authors 
Directory were created by Festival steering committee member 
Cherie Dargan. 
 
Cedar Falls Authors Festival Steering Committee: Rosemary Beach, 
chair; Jan Andersen, Mary Brammer, Scott Cawelti, Cherie Dargan, 
Barbara Lounsberry, Kim Manning, Mary Taylor 

 
Cedar Falls Community Theater received an annual support 
check from the Cedar Falls Community Theater Endowment Fund and 
additional support for their 40th anniversary Capacity Building 
Campaign. 

Cedar Falls Historical Society received the first of five 
installments in a $50,000 grant pledged by the Rownd Trust toward 
the Historical Society’s capital campaign and development of an 
Education and Curatorial Center. 
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Cedar Falls Pickleball Club was established in 2017 as a Seed Fund with a $1,000 
establishing donation, and quickly grew to over $10,000.  A grant to the Club from their Fund was 
used to create fundraising materials for the outdoor court project and to fund other expenses of 
the club such as equipment purchases.  A significant portion of the funds will be used to provide 
amenities for the court project not covered in the construction budget. 
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Cedar Falls Public Library 

In 2017 grants from the Cedar Falls Community Foundation Funds for the benefit of the Cedar 
Falls Public Library supported a number of programs and initiatives.  The library benefits from 
these funds established with the Cedar Falls Community Foundation: 

 Robert & Shirley Berg Fund f/b/o the Cedar Falls Public Library 
 Cedar Falls Public Library Building Endowment 
 Kathryn Ray Fund f/b/o the Cedar Falls Public Library 
 Friends of the Cedar Falls Public Library 
 Mary Beckman Fund f/b/o the Cedar Falls Public Library 

Book Club Bonanaza was held for the third time at the CFPL with well-known author Garth Stein, 
author of The Art of Racing in the Rain (2008).  The book is highly rated and appeals to both fans 
of literary fiction and popular fiction.  Mr. Stein’s presentation and interactions with attendees was 
very enjoyable. 

Children’s Literature Festival.  Saturday, April 8th, the CFPL held its 3rd annual children’s 
literature festival, with over 1,200 attendees.  The festival featured writing workshops by 
nationally-known children’s author Patrick 
Jennings, yoga storytime, a performance by 
Parabola Youth Theater, a family concert with 
NYT bestselling author Eric Litwin, a photo 
booth from Corridor Photo Booths, face 
painting, photo ops with book characters Pete 
the Cat, Elephant & Piggie, Cookie Mouse, 
Llama Llama, and Clifford the Big Red Dog, 
and book-related crafts. Approximately 30 
volunteers from the community assisted with 
various aspects of the festival.  Feedback was 
overwhelmingly positive. 

Cedar Valley Youth Reads 2017. During the 
week of April 24-28, children’s author Chris 
Grabenstein met with all of the 5th grade classes in Cedar Falls on Tuesday and Friday at the 
library as Cedar Valley’s Youth Read author-in-residence.  The featured book was Escape from Mr. 
Lemoncello’s Library, which was also made into a TV mini-series that aired on Nickelodeon in 
May.  The Friends of the Library provided a copy of the feature book for every Cedar Falls 
5th grader. 

Summer Library Program 2017. The Summer Reading Program kicked off 
with Summerfest which was a huge success.  Features included a 
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performance by Brazilian 2wins, a photo Booth, a balloon artist, sidewalk chalk, bubbles, and 
food.   

The theme of the summer library program was Build a Better World: Read!  1,435 children 
registered and participated in the program, which included reading and other literacy challenges, 

performances by Paul Mesner Puppets, the 
Hanson Family Jugglers, Iowa State University’s 
Insect Zoo, Iowa Public Television’s Dan 
Wardell, David Fisher (Rope Warrior), Bubble 
Wonders, Rad Zoo (reptiles), musician Babaloo, 
Rick Brammer’s Absolute Science, and a 
puppet show by Kelly Stern of CFPL and two 
staff members from the Waterloo Public 
Library.  Attendance at these events totaled 
2,262.  Registered children earned 1,709 
books by making weekly visits to the 
library.  St. Patrick elementary students won 
the Summer Reading Champions trophy for 

having the largest percentage of their student population participate in the summer program. 

The adult summer reading program had 308 people registered for the reading portion of the 
program. In addition to the reading program the library offered eight adult programs that 
occurred during the reading program and coordinated with the theme.  One hundred thirty-one 
people attended these eight programs. 

One hundred forty-four teens registered for the 
teen summer reading program and 31 
completed the program.  The total minutes read 
by all teens was 29,700 minutes (495 
hours).  The library gave away 210 books as 
incentives. The Library provided teen activities 
Monday through Thursday during the summer, 
including Minecraft, slushies, a writer’s 
workshop, ISU bug zoo and other activities. 
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Library Furniture.  The library purchased chairs and benches with wheels so patrons can create 
their own gathering areas, and a media table.  They envision 
patrons projecting their laptop or other devices onto the 
mounted TV. 

Ematerials (electronic materials such as ebooks, 
downloadable and streaming videos and music, etc) are 
becoming more and more popular at the Cedar Falls Public 
Library. The usage accounted for almost 9% of circulation last 
year.  The library provided 48,086 electronic materials out of 
543,134 total circulations.    

Bridge to Reading 2018. The Bridge to Reading Picture Book 
Award is the first statewide award for books for preschool 
children through kindergarteners. The library provides its 
Traveling Tales sites (outreach storytime sites) each with a set of the 2018 nominees (10 books) 
in February. The daycares, preschools, and kindergartens that receive a set of books read the 
nominees to their children between February and April and submit the children’s votes for their 
favorites. The author of the winning picture books is given the award by the Youth Services 
Subdivision of the Iowa Library Association. The award process encourages reading through fun, 
interactive books and introduces children to the concept of voting. This program will continue 
through April 2018. 

Laser Tag.  The CFPL offered one session and will offer additional sessions in the spring and 
summer.  This was an enjoyable teen activity.  

Lollipop Concerts are free Saturday morning concerts that delight children and their families 
through creative formats and approachable themes. The interactive Instrument Petting Zoo is 
available for musical fun and hands-on discovery immediately after the performance.  

Traveling Tales is a volunteer-staffed outreach program to daycares and preschools.  Because 
children who attend daycare or preschool often cannot attend storytime at the library, and 
because the CFPL’s youth staff is not large enough to allocate someone to provide storytimes at 
all daycares and preschools, the program matches volunteers, most of whom are retired teachers 
and school librarians, with sites they visit once per month to provide storytime.  The volunteers 
use Traveling Tales storytime kits during their visits.  Each kit contains 8-10 books on a theme 
relevant to preschoolers, song and activity sheets, and a hand puppet.  After sharing a storytime, 
each volunteer leaves the kit at the site for the month, and when they visit the next month, they 
pick up the old kit to return to the library and leave the new kit for the storytime they’ve just 
shared.  Money from this project is used to replace worn and lost items 
from the kits, replace broken containers for the kits, and to create new kits 
when some of the existing kits are out of date.  Although the number of 
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daycares and preschools varies from year to year, currently CFPL serves nineteen daycares and 
preschools with Traveling Tales.  

Virtual reality equipment - The library first purchased PS4 and PSVR equipment for the Young 
Adult Area. Next they added a mobile set to take to events such as the Cedar Valley Stem 
Fest.  The library has also purchased the Samsung VR headset which is compatible with newer 
android phones.  

Since adding this to the Young Adult gaming 
collection, teens have taken notice. Young 
adults using this area have increased from 
around thirty visitors per month to over one 
hundred. 

Murder Mystery.  This year’s play was produced 
with the cooperation of the University of 
Northern Iowa Student Theater Association. The 
students performed a spoof of 1940’s film Noir 
movies while audience members helped solve the mystery.  The event was catered and the 
audiences could also enter for a grand-prize drawing for Main Street Shopping Dollars.  133 
people attended.     

Upgrade of the HVAC system. The library’s HVAC was upgraded, including a building automation 
upgrade so that maintenance staff may monitor the system remotely.   The upgrade cost $9,000 
more than was budgeted so the Building Fund was used to 
cover the shortfall. 

LitCon 2017 was a fun, accessible event that brought together 
1,000 comic book enthusiasts, gamers, anime fans, and 
everyone in between!  Attendees of all ages enjoyed a vendor 
lounge, where anything from steampunk jewelry to cupcakes 
could be purchased.  Activities included virtual reality, face 
painting, crafts, games, contests, balloon animals, and a photo 
booth, as well as pre-Litcon events including trivia, a Frankentoy 
workshop and a Dungeons and Dragons workshop.    Two 
hundred and one people attended the pre-Litcon events.    

Makerspace.  Construction and equipping of a makerspace will 
commence soon.  The Co-Lab will foster a hands-on 
environment for collaboration and creativity for the library's 
users. 
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Cedar Falls Veterans Memorial Park - In 2017 support from the City of Cedar Falls 
Veterans Park Fund paid for 96 bricks to be engraved. 

Cedar Falls Woman's Club - In 2017 support from the Cedar Falls Woman's Club Building 
Fund rebuilt the outside doors and replaced two motors in the air-conditioning unit.  Support from 
the Woman's Club Endowment was used to pay the annual insurance on the Clubhouse. 

University of Northern Iowa received a grant of $10,000 from the Ella Rownd Trust for the 
construction of a new shared-use, multi-court facility. 

In fall 2017, the University of Northern Iowa, in partnership with the City of Cedar Falls and the 
Cedar Falls Community School District, completed the construction of a new shared-use, multi-
court tennis facility to serve the athletic and outdoor recreation needs of the school district, 
the university and the greater community. The Tennis Complex project was completed largely 
as planned and on-schedule. With positive fundraising and contributions from the project 
partners, we were able to include all planned “Phase 1” base construction components as well 
as several enhancement components originally planned for Phase 2, as resources allowed.  

 

Phase 1 – Base Construction Completed:  
● Nine (9) post-tensioned concrete slab courts, playing surface, nets, and paint 
● 10’ height chain link fencing 
● New sidewalks 
● Stormwater management 

infrastructure 
● Electrical conduit 
● Turf restoration 

 

Phase 2 – Enhancement Completed:  
● Court lighting and electrical service 
● Portable bleachers 
 

One change in the project was the increase 
in the number of courts from eight to nine 
allowed with cost-efficiencies identified in 
the bidding process. The court arrangement was then reconfigured from two rows of four courts 
to three rows of three courts. Also, the three north courts of the complex were striped for 
pickleball play as well as tennis in response to community interest. The 
design and principal site construction was completed on schedule during 
the spring and summer. However, wet early fall weather delayed final 
preparation of the court surfaces and surrounding seeding and 
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landscaping. The courts were open for use in October and a ribbon-cutting for the complex was 
held Oct. 10. Landscaping, seeding and installation of permanent signage, including donor 
recognition, will be done in 2018 once weather allows.  

 

Sturgis Falls Celebration was awarded $10,000 from the Ella C. 
Rownd Trust toward the purchase of a new custom tent for the Kidsway. 
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Scholarships 

The Robert Eller Study Abroad Endowment was established by the late UNI 

Education Media Specialist Robert Eller to foster the educational, professional and 

personal growth of an undergraduate student at the University of Northern Iowa by 

providing funds to support study outside the United States to a student whose previous 

travel and study experiences abroad have been limited.  Applications are accepted by the 

Study Abroad Center and reviewed by the University of Northern Iowa Emeritus 

Association Eller Scholarship committee,  David Duncan, chair.  Members of the 

committee are Ronald Bro, Ed Amend, Joan Duea, and Diane Curtis. 

During Spring semester 2017, the Robert Eller Study Abroad Scholarship 

Committee received 14 applications for study abroad scholarships.  The Committee 

narrowed this down to five students who were interviewed.  Of those five students, the 

committee chose three students to each receive a $2000 scholarship for study abroad.   

Tyler Fulks is a 3.68 History (teaching)/Social Science major from Waterloo, Iowa.  

He will spend Spring semester 2017 at the Alpen-Adria 

University in Klagenfurt, Austria.  Tyler impressed us with his 

focus on what he would see and learn during study abroad and 

how that will correlate to his chosen profession.  He expressed 

appreciation for the interview and the opportunity to study 

abroad.  He is interested in seeing historic World War I 

battlefields and feels it will make him a better teacher to have 

these authentic experiences to convey to his students. 
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Rebekah Stevens is a 3.91 dual major in Spanish and 

Social Work.   She impressed the committee with her desire to 

help children and to see the world from a different perspective 

through study abroad.  She will spend Spring semester 2017 

studying at the University of Oviedo, in Oviedo, Spain where she 

will take five Spanish language classes and immerse herself in the 

language and culture of Spain.  Rebekah is from Ames, Iowa. 

Lauren Swan is a 3.91 GPA Spanish/Biology dual major who 

will spend Spring semester 2017 studying at the University of Oviedo, 

in Oviedo, Spain.  The committee was impressed with her work ethic, 

her leadership in service organizations, and her enthusiasm for the 

classes she will be taking in Spain.  She has chosen classes for which 

all credits will transfer back to UNI.  Lauren is from Washington, Iowa 

and will graduate from UNI in May 2019.  

During Fall semester 2017, the UNI Emeritus faculty serving on the Robert Eller 

Study Abroad Scholarship Committee received 8 applications for study abroad 

scholarships.  They interviewed three of those applicants on Friday, April 28, 2017 and 

recommended that all three finalists be awarded.  None of these students had traveled 

abroad previously, an important aspect of Mr. Eller’s decision to establish the Study 

Abroad Scholarship.  He wanted to give Iowa students the opportunity to travel and study 

abroad for all the benefits that brings to personal growth and independence. 

Christopher Merck is a Math Education major at UNI, originally 

from Marion, Iowa.  He will be the first UNI student to study at the 

University of Jyvaskyla Exchange in Finland.  He will study abroad 

August through December 2017, returning to UNI for classes and 

graduation in December 2019.  Christopher is interested in learning 

about Finland’s educational system and gaining a new perspective on 

the educational process. 
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Claire Guderjahn is a Psychology Major at UNI, originally from Urbandale, Iowa.  

She will be studying at the University of Stirling in Scotland September through December 

2017, returning to UNI for the remainder of her classes and graduating in May 2019.  

Claire is an enthusiastic student, active in her classes and in service leadership both at 

UNI and in community organizations. 

Cecelia Hawbaker is a Communication Studies major at 

UNI, a native of Cedar Falls.  She will study at the University of 

Chichester, England, September through December 2017.  Cece 

will return to UNI for the remainder of her classes and graduate 

May 2019.  Cecelia was valedictorian of her high school class and 

continues a strong academic record with a 3.92 GPA at UNI.   

 

 

American Association of University Women (AAUW) scholarships provided $500 

each to Isabelle Villa and Crystal Spencer for Fall 2017 at the University of Northern Iowa.  

Upon completion of Fall Semester they will each receive another $500 if they attend UNI 

Spring 2018.    

 

The Cedar Falls Altrusa Club holds annual fund-raisers which provide money for 

scholarships for non-traditional female students.   Recipient selection is based on ability, 

motivation, financial need, and attainment of junior status.  In 2017 the Altrusa Club 

granted four $1,000 scholarships each to Joslyn Hicks, Sandra Gavin, Elizabeth Sweet 

and Megan Davis.  
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Legacy Donors and Founders Club 
 

Legacy donors have included the Cedar Falls Community Foundation in their estate plan.  

Legacy gifts enable donors to achieve their philanthropic goals for generations to come.   

Legacy gifts may be restricted to a particular purpose or may be unrestricted, to be used 

by the Community Foundation for the greatest community needs. Legacy gifts provide 

lasting recognition for donors and the causes that are important to them. 

Mary Beckman 
Robert & Shirley Berg 
Saul & Joan Diamond 
Robert Eller 
Judith Harrington 
Joanne Latta Reeves 
Kathryn L. Ray 
Miller Roskamp 
Ella C. Rownd 
 

The Founders Club was established in 2017.  Founders of the Cedar Falls Community 

Foundation pledge a donation of $1,000 per year for three years. 

William Calhoun 
Russell Curtis 
David Deaver 
Saul & Joan Diamond 
Judith Harrington 
Ty Kimble 
John Lehman 
Shirley Merner 
Joanne Latta Reeves 
Miller Roskamp 
Stanton & Cynthia Sweet 

Cedar Falls Community Foundation 
PO Box 546 

Cedar Falls, IA 50613 
 

Tax ID: 42-1088936 
 

319-243-9170 
e-mail: cfcf@cfu.net 

www.cf-communityfoundation.org 
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Funds 

AAUW American Association of University Women 

Altrusa Club 

American Legion Auxiliary Unit 237 NEW 2017 

Mary Beckman fund f/b/o Cedar Bend Humane Society 

Mary Beckman fund f/b/o Cedar Falls Public Library 

Mary Beckman Vision Fund f/b/o Cedar Falls Public Library 

Robert & Shirley Berg Fund f/b/o James & Meryl Hearst Center for the Arts 

Robert & Shirley Berg Fund f/b/o Cedar Falls Public Library 

Black Hawk-Bremer League Women Voters 

Bunger Family Foundation Fund 

Cedar Falls Community Foundation Peter Melendy Scholarship 

Cedar Falls Community Main Street Fund NEW 2017 

Cedar Falls Community Theatre Endowment 

Cedar Falls Pickleball Club NEW 2017 

Cedar Falls Public Art Fund 

Cedar Falls Public Library Building Fund 

Cedar Falls Woman’s Club - Endowment 

Cedar Falls Woman’s Club Building Fund 

City of Cedar Falls Parks Department Veterans’ Memorial Park 

Saul & Joan Diamond Community Enhancement Fund 

Downtown Cedar Falls Ice Rink 

Robert Eller Study Abroad Endowment 

Friends of Clay Street Park 

Friends of the Cedar Falls Public Library 

Overman Park Neighborhood Association 

Kathryn L. Ray Fund f/b/o the Cedar Falls Public Library  

Kathryn L. Ray Fund f/b/o the Cedar Falls Recreation Facilities 

Ella C. Rownd Trust Endowment 

Prairie Rapids Whitewater Course 



BOARD OF DIRECTORS 

Page 24      www.cf-communityfoundation.org 

Board of Directors 

 
Russell Curtis, President 
Craig Johnson, Vice President 
Judith Harrington, Secretary 
Eryn Reilly, Treasurer 

 
Jan Andersen 
Bill Calhoun 
Shannon Closson  
Ryan Cose 
David Deaver  
Dr. Robert Hardman 
William Kahler 
Ty Kimble 
John Lehman 
Carol Lilly 
Shirley Merner  
Tom Paulsen  
Joanne Latta Reeves  
Mark Ripplinger 
Jennifer Rodenbeck 
 

Emeritus Board Members 
Robert Beach  
Robert Dieter 
Miller Roskamp 
 

Staff 
Cynthia Sweet 
Cathy Niebergall 
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Financial Information  

Cedar Falls Community Foundation 
2017 Financial Report 

Summary Statement of Financial Position 
As of December 31, 2017 

Assets     

 Cash - Checking and Savings Accounts  $ 286,759 

 Investment Accounts   7,307,016 

  Total Assets  $ 7,593,775 
      

Liabilities and Net Assets    
      
Current Liabilities  $ 741 

      
Net Assets   7,593,034 

  Total Liabilities and Net Assets  $ 7,593,775 
      

Summary Statement of Activities 
As of December 31, 2017 

      
Revenue    

 Direct Public Support  $ 183,739 

 Legacies & Bequests   796,943 

 In Kind Support   7,711 

 Investment Income/Losses   1,069,056 

 Other Revenue   74,957 

  Total Revenue    2,132,405 
      

Expenses    

 Awards and Grants   305,895 

 Contract Services   58,744 

 Operating   81,971 

 Payroll   33,261 

  Total Expenses    479,871 
      

Change in Net Assets  $ 1,652,535 

 


